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Dear Colleagues and Friends,
It is our great pleasure to invite you to the 14th World Congress on Design & Health (WCDH 2025), held in collaboration 
with the MOH Holding- MOHH, National University of Singapore, Singapore Institute of Architects, and other leading global 
academic and healthcare institutions. The WCDH2025 will be held from October 29 to November 2 at the award-winning 
Pan Pacific Orchard in Singapore. This prestigious event will explore the transformative power of salutogenic architecture in 
shaping healthier societies.  Under the theme: “The Mission for a Salutogenic Healthy Society in Singapore – Fostering a Healthy 
Environment for Healthy People.”  WCDH 2025 will highlight the shift from a disease-centred healthcare model to a preventive, 
salutogenic approach that promotes lifelong health and well-being.

Why This Congress Matters
With more than 90% of our lives spent indoors, the built environment profoundly affects our mental health, cognitive 
performance, and overall well-being. Salutogenic design—at the intersection of architecture, psychology, and health 
sciences—offers an innovative framework to create environments that uplift, inspire, and connect communities. As we confront 
ecological and societal challenges, urban planning must prioritize meaningful, manageable, and interconnected spaces that 
foster resilience and human potential. WCDH 2025 will present a forward-looking design philosophy, emphasizing community, 
sustainability, and holistic health benefits.

Key Themes & Sessions
The congress will feature 11 core themes, including:
• Salutogenic & Hospital Design: Enhancing therapeutic and healing environments.
• Urban & Environmental Sustainability: Integrating nature and climate resilience into cities.
• Healthy Aging & Public Spaces: Designing inclusive, supportive environments for an aging population.
• Neuroscience, Workplaces & Learning Environments: Creating homes, schools, and offices that support cognitive and 
emotional health.
• Technology & Health Policy: Exploring AI’s role in healthcare design and future policy frameworks. These sessions will be led by 
international experts, innovators, and policymakers, redefining the future of health-promoting architecture. 

Distinguished Speakers & Colleagues
We are honored to host a world-class lineup of keynote speakers, researchers, architects, health planners, engineers, public 
health scientists, physicians, and policymakers. Together, they will share groundbreaking research and practical applications in 
salutogenic design. The congress will culminate in a high-level global panel discussion, exploring how healthy environments 
can be advanced across cultural and socio-economic contexts. By fostering dialogue among experts from diverse fields, WCDH 
2025 aims to generate new knowledge, strategies, and collaborations that will shape a healthier future worldwide.

Join Us in Singapore – A City of Health & Innovation
WCDH 2025 is a premier platform for collaboration and innovation, uniting visionaries committed to advancing salutogenic 
design. With cutting-edge research, interactive sessions, an international trade exhibition, and a rich cultural program, this 
congress promises a unique and inspiring experience. We warmly welcome you to Singapore, where design and health 
converge to create a sustainable, human-centred future.

Prof. Alan Dilani, PhD					     Prof. Ray PentecostFounder, 
Founder, International Academy for Design & Health, 		  President of Academy, Texas A&M University, 
Sweden						      USA

Mission for a Healthier Future by Design



6  www.designhealth.academy	 WCDH 2025, Singapore

Thursday 30 October 2025 (at 18th Floor Orchard Pan Pacific)

08.00 – 09.30	 Late Registration

09.00 – 10.30	 Opening Remarks: Visions, Challenges & Strategies for Health by Design

 Chair: Prof. Ray Pentecost (USA),  President of the International Academy for Design and Health                                                                                                                                       	
	        Are We Ready for the Practice of Design for Health?

Dr. Norman Wu (Singapore) Director of Healthcare Infrastructure Projects Division MOHH 

Prof. Alan Dilani (Sweden) Founder of the International Academy for Design and Health	
	        Lifetime Developing Salutogenic Design Approach to Promote Health

10.30 – 11.00	 Coffee / Tea Break, and Exhibition

11.00 – 12.30	 Session 2: Hospital Design, The Case Study of Hospital Projects 

	 Chair: Ruby Lai (Singapore) 
	 Keynote; Frankie Lim Lip Chuan (Singapore) Creative and Innovative Health Oriented Development in 

Singapore 
	 Stefano Capolongo (Italy) The WHO Techincal Brief “Hospitals of the Future”
	 Francesca Dinelli (Italy) The Architectural Integration of new Hospital in Pisa- Italy 
	 Joey Tan (Australia) The New Melton Hospital in Melbourne

	 Panel discussion

12.30 – 14.00 Lunch and Exhibition

14.00 – 16.00	 Session 3: Health by design- critical role of leadership at every level  
	 Chair: Ruzica Bozovic Stamenovic (Singapore)
	 Keynote; Liak Teng Lit (Singapore) The Salutogenic Leadership of Creating Good Design
	 Doreen Koh Yan Fun (Singapore) Incorporating Salutogenic Design in a Tight Size, The Eastern General 

Hospital
	 Ka Wai Yeung/David Kaunitz (Australia) The Value of Good Design in Creating Environments that Promote 

Health
	 Deborah Wingler (USA) Nurse Burnout – The impact of Good Design to Enhance well-being
	 David Wright / Connor Crist (USA) Culturally Sensitive responsive Healthcare Design in Africa
	 Panel discussion

16.00 – 16.30	 Coffee / Tea Break, and Exhibition

16.30 – 18.00	 Session 4: Evaluation to Improve the Hospital’s Performance 
	 Chair: Hessam Ghamari (USA)      
	 Keynote;  Vivien Mak (Hong Kong) Health- Responsive Design in Hong Kong 
	 Mike Hess (USA) Strategic Master Planning for Healthcare Institutions - A Roadmap for the Future
	 Lawrence Kam (Singapore) SingHealth’s Regional Health Testing Process during Design
	 Jane Ho (UK) Functional Performance Evaluation of the Royal Liverpool Hospital in the UK 
	 Bedia Tekin (Cyprus) Design Quality Indicators to Measure Hospital Quality  
	
	 Panel discussion

Design & Health Scientific Program
Wednesday 29 October 2025
13:00 - 18:00 Registration at the Hotel Orchard Pan Pacific  
18:00 – 21.00 Welcome Reception at Hotel Orchard Pan Pacific
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Wednesday 29 October 2025
13:00 - 18:00 Registration at the Hotel Orchard Pan Pacific  
18:00 – 21.00 Welcome Reception at Hotel Orchard Pan Pacific

	
	

	
	

Friday 31 October 2025 
08.00 – 09.00	 Late Registration 

09.00 – 10.30	 Session 5: Neuroscience and Environment for Children’s health and Growth 
	 Chair: Stefano Capolongo (Italy) 

	 Keynote; Amir Amedi (Israel) Merging Neuroscience, Salutogenic Design, and Digital Interventions                 
Shaping the Future of Medicine

	 Cui Jiameng (China) China’s National Health Commission Initiatives to Promote Children’s Mental Health
	 Sahand Abbasi (USA) Design for Children’s Socio-Emotional Development
	 Leila Parsa (Sweden) The Successful Case of Butterfly Learning Environment in Sweden

	 Panel discussion

10.30 – 11.00	 Coffee / Tea Break, and Exhibition

11.00 – 12.30	 Session 6: Climate Change, Lighting Design and Biophilia in built Environment
	 Chair: Zdravko Trivic (Singapore) 
	
	 Federica Pascale (UK) The Impact of Climate Change on Health and Health Inequalities
	 Cherif Amor (Qatar) The Impact of Lighting on psychosocial Outcome  
	 Nasrin Golshany (USA) Enhancing Elderly Health and Wellbeing through Lighting Design 
	 Eleonora Zioni, Fanny Feigenson (Brazil) Biophilia in built and digital environments
	 Panel discussion

12.30 – 14.00	 Lunch, Exhibition, Technical Showcases and Posters

14.00 – 16.00	 Session 7: Global Challenges of Healthy Aging Design    
	 Chair: Angela Lee (Singapore)
	
	 Keynote; Angela Lee (Singapore) A Framework for Healthy, Liveable, and Walkable Urban Neighborhoods 
	 Jeongyeop Baek, Kyung-Hee Cho (Korea) Towards Proactive Home Healthcare 
	 Andrea Rebecchi (Italy) Healthy Urban Planning Strategies 	
	 Brinda Sengupta (Singapore) Designing Salutogenic Healthy Communities for Active Aging 
	 Ishmam Ahmed (Singapore) Mind the Gap - Accommodating Neurodiversity in Singapore’s MRT
	
	 Panel discussion

16.00 – 16.30	 Coffee / Tea Break, and Exhibition

16.30 – 18.00	 Session 8: Healthy-Housing and Workplace Design to Enhance  Wellbeing
	 Chair: Rosalia Saimon (Malaysia)
	
	 Natalia Ottonello/Sabrina Lorusso (Uruguay/ Italy) The Impact of Housing Design on Health  
	 Daniela A. Alfaro (Singapore) Workplace Design to enhance Brain Performance 
	 Laura D. Schwanhäuße (Germany) Human-Centered Architecture and Sustainability
	 Gelun (China) Designing with Empathy: The Human Story at the Heart of Our Spaces

20.00 – 23.00  International Academy Awards, Gala Dinner at Pan Pacific Floor 18
	 Rewarding and recognising excellence on design and health. Announcement of the next congress.

Design & Health Scientific Program
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Saturday 1st November 2025
08.00 – 09.00	 Late Registration

09.00 – 10.30	 Session 9: Ecological and Salutogenic Design for Healthy Society  
	 Chair: Calvin Luk (Hong Kong) 

	 Keynote Speaker; Ken Yeang (Malaysia/UK) Ecological Architecture and the Salutogenic Outcome  
	 Sukriti Ambasht (India) Exploring Salutogenic Design Strategies within Architecture
	 Katharina Nieberler-Walker (Australia) Therapeutic Hospital Gardens–Guidelines to transition to healthy 

spaces

	 Chloe Piper (Australia) Integrating Trauma-Informed and Salutogenic Design Approaches 

	 Panel discussion	

10.30 – 11.00	 Coffee / Tea Break, and Exhibition

11.00 – 12.30	 Session 10: The impact of AI in Hospital and Cultural Value  
	 Chair: Innocent Okpanum (South Africa/ Nigeria)		
	
	 Ghaydaa Hemaidah (Saudi Arabian) A Case Study of Saudi Arabian Governmental Hospital  
	 Sumandeep Singh (Singapore) The Future Ready Hospital- Integrating AI and Automation
	 Giulio Altieri (Switzerland) The Potential of AI in the Evaluation of hospital infrastructure
	 Hui Cai (USA) Rural Hospitals Provide Essential Health Services

	 Panel discussion			 

12.30 – 14.00	 Lunch, Exhibition

14.00 – 16.00	 Session 11:	  Panel Discussion;						    
		           	 A Healthy Policy is the Foundation of Salutogenic Healthy Society.
	
	 Chair: Alan Dilani (Sweden)  
	
	 - Dr Aki Linden, (Finland) Former Health Minister 2022, and current Finnish Member of Parliament, former 

CEO of the Helsinki and Uusimaa Hospital District, the largest healthcare provider in Finland, in 2018. 
	 He is a proponent of the welfare state and an active influencer in health policy. 
	

	
	 - Dr Eytan Wirtheim (Israel) CEO, He is the incoming CEO of Clalit Health Services, Israel’s largest healthcare 

organization. Chairman- Israeli board of hospital directors Vice dean- Clinical Affairs, school of medicine- 
Reichman University.

	 The session will begin with two presentations of Dr. Aki Linden (Finland) and Dr. Eytan Wirtheim (Israel)	
They will present on health policies from Finland and Israel, respectively. Both countries share similarities 
with Singapore, such as publicly funded healthcare systems and robust welfare states. The presentations 
will focus on their respective healthcare infrastructures. Following the presentations, the floor will open 
for a panel discussion with the follwoing experts, which will include an audience Q&A session.

	
	 - Prof. Ray Pentecost (USA) Director of Health System and Design, Texas A&M University
	 - Prof. Amir Amedi (Isreal) School of Psychology at Reichman University and the founding director of the 

Baruch Ivcher Institute for Brain.
	 - Dr. Norman Wu (Singapore) Director of Healthcare Infrastructure Projects Division MOHH 
	 - Lim Lip Chuan (Singapore) Director Architecture of CPG Consultants 
	 - Liak Teng Lit (Singapore) Health Advocate and Environmentalist

20.00 – 23.00	 Advisory board dinner meeting of the International Academy for Design & Health 
	 only by invitation.
	

Design & Health Scientific Program

Dr Aki Linden, 
MD, MP (Finland) 

Dr Eytan Wirtheim 
MD, CEO (Israel) 
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Architectural Study Tours

Friday 31 October 2025 

Sunday 2nd November 2025 

9:00 - 13:00 Architectural Study Tours  Experience exclusive site tours and visits 
to Singapore’s  renowned landmarks and healthcare facilities, including award-
winning institutions such as:

0900: depart hotel Pan Pacific Orchard 

09:30 to 10:30:	  1- Visit Khoo Teck Puat Hospital, Stephen R. Kellert Biophilic 		
	 Design Award 

10:30 to 10:45: 	 Travel to Kampung Admiralty

10:45 to 11:30: 	 2- Visit Kampung Admiralty, Building of the Year, World 			
	 Architecture Festival 2018  

11:30 to 12:00: 	 Travel to West Coast Link Nursing Home

12:00 to 13:00: 	 3- Visit West Coast Link Nursing Home, multi award recipients for 	
	 healthcare architecture

1- Khoo Teck Puat Hospital
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2- Kampung Admiralty Building

3- Visit West Coast Link Nursing Home,

Architectural Study Tours
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Chill Residence 

Light Public Housing at Olympic Avenue, Kai TakTHE PADDINGTON Jockey Club Campus of Creativity

Joint-User Government Office Building and 
Immigration Headquarters

Grande Centre Point Pattaya St. Paul’s Hospital

Sierra Sea

Kimpton Tsim Sha Tsui Hong 
Kong & The Mariners The Unicorn

Kowloon Tsai Swimming Pool Complex

80th Years of Luang Por Dhammajayo

International 
Dhammakaya Council 
(DMC13)

Po Leung Kuk Siu Hon Sum Primary School

Shanghai Xujiahui Three ITC

Hong Kong • Singapore • Bangkok • Shanghai • Shenzhen • Macau • Hanoi • 
Ho Chi Minh City • Jakarta • Kuala Lumpur • Dubai • Abu Dhabi • Riyadh

P&T Group is an award-winning, global design firm, providing clients with innovative, commercially successful and sustainable design solutions 
since its inception in 1868. Consistently ranked among the sizable consultancies in the world, our team of more than a thousand seasoned staff 
operates in over 70 cities with million square metres of combined floor area designed and completed annually. By sheer volume and a shared 
commitment to design excellence with each and every project, our work has, and will, continue to positively transform communities and improve lives.

Architecture | Urban Design | Structure | MEP | Interior Design | Sustainability | Project Management

www.designhealth.academy         info@designhealth.academy

Rewarding Global Excellence 
in  Research and Practice

Gala Dinner, Friday 31st October, 2025
Pan Pacific Orchard, Singapore

International
Academy 
Awards




